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IRELAND “Jump into Ireland” to explore this beautiful land, meet its people and 
experience the renowned Irish hospitality. Ireland is packed with unique, 
authentic things to do. For some iconic Irish tourism experiences click 
here: 
http://www.discoverireland.com/ca-en/about-ireland/experience-ireland/
icons/?WT.mc_id=ca_link_1703_cricons  
 
2012 is an exciting year for tourism in Ireland. After the St. Patrick’s Day 
celebrations on March 17th, the Titanic Belfast Festival begins March 
31, 2012 and continues through April. And as always, there are lots of 
events going on throughout the year, including the Irish Open at Royal 
Portrush Golf Club and The 50th International Eucharistic Congress in 
Dublin in June. For information on Festivals and Events in Ireland click 
here: 
http://www.discoverireland.com/ca-en/ireland-things-to-see-and-do/wha
ts-on/?WT.mc_id=ca_link_1703_crfestivals  
 
Visit Northern Ireland this year! There are special events and 
anniversaries, and the new Titanic Visitor Centre celebrates Belfast’s 
ship building heritage – including its most famous project, the design, 
building and launch of the Titanic! This April the city where she was built 
will mark the centenary of her tragic sinking on her maiden voyage 
across the Atlantic. The Titanic Belfast experience is the world’s largest 
Titanic visitor attraction and is twice the size of Belfast’s City Hall. 
Opening on March 31, 2012 the six-storey attraction is filled with 
exhibitions uncovering the story of Titanic – its origins, construction, 
launch and history. 
 
In conjunction with the opening of the new Titanic Belfast attraction, the 
Titanic Belfast Festival will run from March 31, 2012 until May 2012 and 
will include plays, tours, exhibitions and talks all themed around the 
Titanic. Commemorations for the lives lost on the anniversary of the 
ship’s sinking will take place from April 14 to 15, 2012. MTV is also 
staging two major outdoor music events on the Titanic Slipways.  
 
Beginning June 30, 2012 Northern Ireland will host the largest outdoor 
theatre and arts event ever staged as it celebrates all things associated 
with giants – from the mythical giant of Finn McCool from the Giant’s 
Causeway to the literary giants featured in Jonathan Swift’s Gulliver’s 
Travels (which was inspired by Belfast’s landscape). Located in the 
Titanic Quarter on the very slipways Titanic was launched, the Land of 
Giants will include a carnival, circus and music celebrating this theme. 
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Coinciding with its own Maritime Festival from June 30 to July 8, 2012 
Derry~Londonderry will welcome the 10-strong international fleet as it 
plays host to the final transatlantic stage of the 40,000-mile Clipper 
Round the World Yacht Race. Teams will arrive from Nova Scotia, 
Canada, during the last leg. Derry~Londonderry's own yacht is 
promoting the fact that this city will be the UK City of Culture in 2013. 
 
And Northern Ireland’s only UNESCO World Heritage Site, the Giant’s 
Causeway, will also open its new state-of-the-art visitor centre in 
September 2012.  
 
For more about Northern Irelands special year in 2012 - Your Time, Our 
Place - click here: 
http://www.discoverireland.com/ca-en/campaigns/ni2012/?WT.mc_id=c
a_link_1703_crni2012   
 
So 2012 is the year to visit Ireland and the perfect way to explore the 
country is with the Globus Family of Brands who offer a range of 
vacation styles, itineraries and vacations of different durations. And 
even better - right now there’s a $100 per couple saving on Monograms, 
Globus and Cosmos Ireland vacations – see the separate section on 
Globus below. 
 

Location Western Europe, between the UK and the Atlantic Ocean 

Geography Ireland is divided into 4 provinces: Ulster, Connacht, Leinster, and 
Munster 
With a landmass of approximately 84,434 sq. km, it is at most 484km 
north to south, and 274km east to west. No point in Ireland is farther 
than 113km from one of its encircling waters: the Atlantic Ocean, the 
Irish Sea, or the St. George and North channels. 

Name From Irlanda, meaning the land of Ir, who was the son of Mile, the first 
man of that clan to be buried on the island 

Population  6.4 million, with 4.6 in Eire and 1.8 in Northern Ireland. 

Language English and Gaelic; road signs are bilingual 

Currency In the Republic of Ireland the currency is the Euro; one Euro = $1.31 
Cdn (March 16, 2012) 
In Northern Ireland, the British Pound is the currency; one Pound = 
$1.57 (March 16, 2012) - it was $2.26 just five years ago! 

Tipping Most hotels and guesthouses add a service charge to the bill, usually 
12.5% to 15%, although some smaller places add only 10% or nothing 
at all. Always check to see what amount, if any, has been added to your 
bill. For porters or bellhops, tip around $1.50 per piece of luggage. For 
taxi drivers, hairdressers, and other providers of service, tip as you 
would at home, an average of 10% to 15%. 
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Government Republic of Ireland is a parliamentary democracy headed by President; 
Northern Ireland is part of United Kingdom 

Documentation  A valid Canadian passport is needed to visit the island of Ireland.  If 
traveling on a Canadian passport, no visa is required. 

Time zone 5 hours ahead of EST 

Health  No health documents or vaccinations are required to enter Ireland or 
Northern Ireland from Canada, but you should ensure that you have 
adequate travel insurance for your trip 

Safety tips Advice is standard for travel anywhere: don’t leave cars unlocked or 
cameras, binoculars, or other expensive equipment unattended. Be 
alert and aware of your surroundings, and do not wander in lonely areas 
alone at night. Other than that, Ireland is one of the safest destinations 
for visitors to Europe. 

 

CLIMATE  

General climate January and February bring frosts but seldom snow, and July and 
August are very warm, but rarely hot.  Summer temps are 15-20 C, 
with rain at any time! 

Today’s weather 10 degrees Centigrade and showery – liquid gold! (17 March 2012) 

Best time to visit Perhaps the best time to visit is in spring and fall, when weather falls 
somewhere in between bad and good, and you still get winter prices 
and no crowds. 

 

GETTING THERE  

Flying  Air Canada has frequent flights to Dublin and is a great way to get to 
Ireland. Air Canada has the only daily non-stop service from Toronto 
and convenient connection service from Montreal.  Seasonal service 
resumes on 7th June 2012 until 23rd August 2012.  Flights are also 
available from Calgary and Vancouver. 
Toronto to Dublin and Shannon flying time is 6 hours. 
Air Canada has special fares available to Dublin until 26th March 2012:  
Toronto to Dublin return for $1,283 taxes and fees included 
Montreal to Dublin return for $1,343 taxes and fees included 

Cities Dublin 
Elegant, sophisticated, historic and hip, Dublin is one of Europe’s 
brightest capitals, with a youthful vibe and infectious energy. From its 
origins as a prosperous, multi-cultural modern city, Dublin’s history 
spans more than 1,000 years. Explore its many historical and cultural 
hot-spots, lounge in cool bars or traditional pubs, enjoy the breathtaking 
scenery of the Dublin Mountains and the rugged Atlantic coastline, or 
transport yourself into the lively arts, music, theater and dance scene. 
Visit Dublin and make the city your own.  
Be enchanted by Dublin, a city of elegant Georgian boulevards and 
pulsating night life that is both cosmopolitan and intensely Celtic. Take 
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in the Book of Kells at Trinity College, learn about the City’s great 
literary tradition at the Dublin Writers Museum, enjoy a whiskey tasting 
at the Old Jameson Distillery, or sip a free pint of “Ireland’s national 
drink” at the Guinness Storehouse which boasts one of the best 
panorama’s of the bright city lights.  
Dublin attractions: Trinity College, Phoenix Park, Dublin Castle, Old 
Jameson Distillery, James Joyce Tower and Museum, Dublin Zoo, The 
Guinness Storehouse (in 1759 original brewery, Ireland’s no 1 visitor 
attraction) 
With 40% of the Republic's population living within 100km of Dublin, the 
capital is the centre of the profound, high-speed changes that have 
been transforming Ireland into an increasingly European country, and it 
has been changed the most. Within an hour's drive of Dublin are 
Dalkey, Dùn Laoghaire, and many other engaging coastal towns, the 
rural beauty of the Wicklow Mountains, and the prehistoric ruins in 
County Meath. 
 
Belfast is the capital of Northern Ireland and the north’s major city.  
Start your travel research at the city website: www.GoToBelfast.com  
Belfast is now a must-see destination and has experienced a large 
growth in visitor numbers over the last few years; it’s been voted as ‘city 
on the rise’ by Lonely Planet 
• New Luxury Belfast hotels and restaurants 
• New Ulster Scots attractions 
• Exciting times for Belfast – historic past with a vibrant new future 
• New CS Lewis trail  
• The new Titanic Quarter is ready to receive visitors 
• The range and quality of accommodation, food, place to see and 
things to do (festivals and events each month throughout the year) is 
now amazing. 

Distances Cork to Dublin: 256km 
Belfast to Dublin: 165km 

Ferries  Fishguard in Wales to Rosslare in Ireland is just 1hr 39min on Stena 
Lynx Fast Craft across the Irish Sea. 
Aran Islands, County Galway: Crossing the choppy waters to the 
remote Aran Islands by ferry is an experience in itself. Once you get 
there you’re free to explore the island’s patchwork fields, quiet pace of 
life, ancient monuments, awesome cliffs and crystal clear waters. Or 
you can marvel at the storytellers in the local pubs! 

Trains 8 trains daily Belfast to Dublin; express in 2 hours; Irish Rover Rail 
Pass - 5 out of 15 days rail travel throughout Ireland Cost: €143. 
Children are discounted. 

Car Rental All major car rental companies are represented; renting is fairly 
expensive as is gas. 
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Driving is on the left and most cars are manual. 

Buses Buses link towns and cities by convenient frequent service all across 
Ireland north & south. The Dublin - Belfast Express coach service 
operates 7 times daily Monday - Saturday 

Passes Dublin Pass: provides discounts at over 30 attractions; cost 1 day: 35 
euros adult (2012), 19 child plus Aircoach from Dublin Airport; go to 
http://www.dublinpass.ie  

 

ACCOMMODATION 
TYPES     

Castles and manor houses; hotels and guesthouses; B&B; Farmhouses 
$60 pppn; Hostels; Cottages and holiday homes; castle hotel such as: 
Ashford Castle, co Mayo; Dromoland Castle, Co Clare 
Be our Guest Guide: over 1000 hotels and guesthouses, 1-5 stars, from 
22 Euros pp B&B, 500 pages, irelandhotels.com – many bookable 
on-line 
Bed and Breakfast Guide to Ireland 2012 
One personal favourite of mine: Malmaison Hotel in Belfast was 
originally two seed warehouses belonging to two rival firms, 
McCausland and Lytle. Look at Lytle’s (on the left) for its fantastic 
stonework friezes of nutcrunching squirrels, exotic birds and plants; and 
at McCausland’s for heads illustrating five continents, Africa, America, 
Asia, Europe and Oceania. Now one of Belfast’s most prestigious 
hotels, with an inviting bar and superb French Brasserie Restaurant. 
Glin Castle, County Limerick Glin Castle, home of the Knight of Glin 
and his wife Madam FitzGerald, stands on the banks of the River 
Shannon amidst a 500-acre demesne. The castle is open to visitors 
from March to November and is a spectacular place to stay with 
seriously luxurious rooms and an authentic castle atmosphere. 
Kinnitty Castle Hotel, County Offaly Kinnitty Castle offers old world 
elegance, luxury and comfort. On top of that, you can enjoy friendly 
ghosts, a dungeon bar, hot stone massage at the first-rate spa and a 
spot of clay pigeon shooting. 

 

TARGET GROUPS  

Kids The Irish love kids, and Ireland is a wonderfully welcoming place to visit 
for families with children. Most public places and visitor attractions cater 
for those children, with changing facilities, children’s menus, high chairs 
and ramps for strollers. Child-friendly activities available in Ireland’s 
West include pony trekking, sandcastles, swimming, sailing, adventure 
centres, boat rides, canoeing, learning music. 
 
The Odyssey Complex in Belfast is great for kids and is home to W5 
Interactive Discovery Centre, the IMAX Cinema, Hard Rock Café and 
the Odyssey Arena – home of the Belfast Giants Ice Hockey Team. 
Experience exotic animals at close range in Belfast Zoo, built into 
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towering Cave Hill, or get a more ‘hands-on’ experience at Streamvale 
Open Farm. 
 
Here’s some suggestions for Western Ireland: 
Aillwee Caves, County Clare Spooky and atmospheric, the Aillwee 
Caves make a great place to bring kids who aren’t afraid of the dark. 
Formed by the melt-waters of a prehistoric ice age, the caves are 
labyrinthine and dramatic.  
Ards Forest Park, County Donegal This 1,200-acre park is the perfect 
spot for a family outing. Situated on the shores of Sheephaven Bay on 
the rugged Donegal coastline, it’s filled with woodland, rivers, picnic 
areas, sandy beaches, and play areas. 
Atlantaquaria, County Galway Kids can explore the deep with 
Ireland’s largest aquarium, which houses 170 species of marine and 
freshwater life including stingrays, seahorses and the angel shark. 
There are sleepy starfish to hold, a load of fish to feed and a lot to learn 
about Bradán, the salmon, King of Fish! 
Birr Castle Demesne and Ireland’s Historic Science Centre Birr 
Castle is the private home of the Parsons family and the stunning 
demesne has become famous for its exotic collection of trees and 
plants. The Science Centre is filled with 19th-century astronomical 
instruments, cameras, photographs and photographic equipment. 
The Blue Flag Beaches The West enjoys a dramatic Atlantic coastline 
dotted with gorgeous villages and stunning beaches. The Blue Flag 
Award confirms good environmental standards, good sanitation and 
safety facilities of these beaches.  
Boat cruises on Lough Corrib, County Galway Relax with a 
wonderful boat cruise on the pretty Lough Corrib. 
Bunratty Castle and Folk Park, County Clare This 15th-century 
castle has been restored to its full glory and is one of the finest surviving 
examples of an Irish tower house. The Folk Park is a living museum that 
aims to show what life was like in rural Ireland 100 years ago, with 
authentic reconstructions of farmhouses, cottages and shops. 

Teens Lots of outdoor activities; the Clarence Hotel in Dublin – owned by U2; 
castles galore; and the music scene is fabulous. 
The 'Belfast Eye'. Belfast has its own ‘Belfast Eye’ giving panoramic 
views of the city. Operated by World Tourist Attractions 
(www.worldtouristattractions.co.uk ) the 60m high 365 tonne 
observation wheel has 42 capsules seating up to 6 adults and it gives 
unique 360 degree views of the city, its hills and the lough. The ‘big 
wheel’ is situated in the grounds of City Hall and reaches over the 
height of its dome.  
Carrick-a-Rede Rope Bridge: a scary swinging rope bridge to a sea 
stack off the North Antrim coast.  
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Romance A lovely people and country to spend time together…How about a 
horse-drawn Romany caravan along the country lanes of Ireland? 

Honeymoons & 
Weddings 

Great venues – including castle hotels and dramatic scenery – help 
make Ireland a good destination to make these arrangements 

Genealogy Church and civil records throughout Ireland are now computerized: Irish 
Gen Project; Tourism Ireland: “Tracing your Ancestors in Ireland” 
www.irishgenealogy.ie ; for Republic of Ireland 
www.familyrecords.gov.uk  for Northern Ireland 

Seniors The gentle pace of the countryside and the easy availability of coach 
touring options makes Ireland a good choice for seniors 
Tour operators include: Globus (www.globusfamily.ca ) – see separate 
section below for more details.  

 

UNIQUES “Craic”, pronounced “Krak” means good music, good story telling, 
conversation and drink in Gaelic.   
Here are some very Irish blessings: 
 
“May the roof above us never fall in.  And may the friends 
gathered below it never fall out”. 
 
“May the saddest day of your future be no worse than the happiest 
day of your past”. 
 
“May you live as long as you want.  And never want as long as 
you live”. 

Surprising   There are several haunted castles in Ireland – here is a list for those 
who do not fear a spooky experience: 
Ballygally Castle is 32 kms from Belfast on the Antrim coast  
Charleville Castle in Tullamore, County Offaly  
Clonony Castle in Birr, County Offaly 
Carrickfergus Castle is just east of Belfast in County Antrim 
Huntington Castle in Clonegal, County Carlow  
Killua Castle, located in County Westmeath 
Castle Leslie in County Monaghan, Northern Ireland  
Gormanston Castle in County Meath  
Kinnitty Castle in Country Offaly  
Wilton Castle in County Wexford, is in Ireland's Southeast Region.  
Leap Castle in County Offaly  

History Ireland is thought to have been inhabited from around 8,000BC by 
people of a mid-Stone Age culture. And about 4,000 years later, tribes 
from Southern Europe arrived and established a high Neolithic culture. 
The best-known Neolithic sites in Ireland are the megalithic passage 
tombs of Newgrange and Knowth in County Meath. Both were built 
around 3,200BC, making them older than Stonehenge in England, and 
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the Pyramids of Giza in Egypt. 
The Vikings first launched their attack on Ireland in 795AD. And in 
837AD, 60 Viking Dragon warships appeared at the mouth of the River 
Liffey. Five years later, Dublin was taken under force, but the Vikings 
were attacked by the local Irish and fled. They returned 17 years later 
under Olaf the White and made a permanent settlement at Dyflinn (later 
to be Dublin). The King’s Palace stood on the present Dublin Castle site 
and part of the town’s defences can still be seen at the Undercroft in 
Dublin Castle. 
The latter half of the 19th century was a period of tragedy in Irish 
history.  Ireland was struck by the Great Famine caused by a potato 
blight that struck crops over a four-year period from 1845-49. Over a 
million of the population died from starvation, with many more falling 
prey to diseases such as typhus. Over two million people emigrated to 
countries including the United States, the United Kingdom, Canada and 
Australia, and from 1848-1950 over six million Irish fled the land. Now 
the Irish diaspora is thought to contain over 80 million people scattered 
all over the globe. 

Books “Ireland” by Dervla Murphy, photos by Klaus Franke 
“The Princes of Ireland” The Dublin Saga by Edward Rutherfurd 
Frommer’s Ireland 2012 
Belfast has topped the Frommer’s Hot Spots list as one of twelve top 
must-see destinations. Each year the Frommer's travel guide team 
determines what new destinations travellers should consider in the 
months ahead. The list covers destinations from around the world that 
can be explored on a budget; destinations that promote sustainable and 
responsible travel, such as alternatives to nearby overrun tourist spots; 
and destinations that are justifiably hyped and a must-see.   
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1000 Places to see 
before you die 

Dromoland Castle Hotel;  
Cork Jazz Festival;  
Kinsale; Assolas Country House;  
Longueville House,  
CorkGlenveagh National Park, Donegal  
Bloomsday in Dublin;  
The Book of Kells, Dublin;  
St Patrick’s Festival;  
Aran Islands;  
Connemara, Galway; Galway;  
Dingle Peninsula;  
The Ring of Kerry;  
Killarney National Park,Kerry; 
Ashford Castle Hotel, Mayo;  
Waterford Castle Hotel;  
Giant’s Causeway; 
Mourne Mountains 

Must Sees Dublin, Belfast, Cliffs of Moher, Fermanagh Lakes, Giant’s Causeway, 
Ring of Kerry 
Giants Causeway on the North Antrim Coast in 1986 became Ireland’s 
first UNESCO World Heritage Site; Legend says that it’s the work of 
Finn McCool, local giant, who built the Causeway to a lady giant he 
fancied on the Scottish Isle of Staffa. There are 40,000 stone columns, 
averaging 40ft wide. The causeway was formed during the early 
Tertiary period some 62 - 65 million years ago. 
Ireland’s West is a region known as ‘The Cultural Heart of Ireland’. 
Magical, romantic, dramatic and utterly memorable, the West of Ireland 
has landscapes that will be etched in your memory forever. 
People flock to Galway City to experience a slice of its magic and its 
festivals – inc. the world famous Oyster Festival at Clarenbridge. For 
the finest gourmet sea food, live music and the best Guinness in town it 
has to be the Galway Oyster Festival!  This thriving city enjoys a strong 
artistic heritage and a flourishing arts, music, theatre and film scene. It 
also plays host to the renowned Galway Arts Festival. Relax in 
Galway’s atmospheric pubs, stroll through its pretty medieval streets 
and soak up its lively weekend markets. 
Mayo has the dramatic splendour of the atlantic ocean, and boasts the 
glorious Island of Achill, the award-winning town of Westport and 
Ireland’s holy mountain Croagh Patrick among its many sights.  
Unchanged for millennia the landscape of the Cliffs of Moher in County 
Clare will leave you awestruck. Towering 214 metres over the waters of 
the Atlantic Ocean - let your senses be arrested with the sheer drop of 
these imposing sea cliffs. 
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UNESCO World 
Heritage 

There are three World Heritage Sites on the island: the Brú na Boinne, 
Skellig Michael and the Giant's Causeway. 
Brú na Bóinne in County Meath, is the largest and one of the most 
important prehistoric megalithic sites in Europe. The site is a complex of 
Neolithic chamber tombs, standing stones, henges and other prehistoric 
enclosures, some dating from as early as 35th century BC - 32nd 
century BC. The site predates the Egyptian pyramids and was built with 
sophistication and a knowledge of science and astronomy, which is 
most evident in the passage grave of Newgrange. The site is often 
referred to as the "Bend of the Boyne". 
Skellig Michael (from Sceilig Mhichíl in the Irish language, meaning 
Michael's rock), also known as Great Skellig, is a steep rocky island in 
the Atlantic Ocean about 14.5 kilometres from the coast of County 
Kerry, Ireland. It is the larger of the two Skellig Islands. After probably 
being founded in the 7th century, for 600 years the island was a centre 
of monastic life for Irish Christian monks. The Gaelic monastery, which 
is situated almost at the summit of the 230-metre-high rock became a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1996. It is one of Europe's better 
known but least accessible monasteries. Since the extreme remoteness 
of Skellig Michael has until recently discouraged visitors, the site is 
exceptionally well preserved. The very spartan conditions inside the 
monastery illustrate the ascetic lifestyle practiced by early Irish 
Christians. The monks lived in stone 'beehive' huts (clochans), perched 
above nearly vertical cliff walls. 

Northern Ireland in 
2012 

Northern Ireland will welcome visitors throughout 2012 for a year-long 
programme of special events, anniversaries, new visitor attractions and 
compelling visitor experiences all under the banner ‘Northern Ireland 
2012: Your Time, Our Place.’ 
With a new iconic Titanic Belfast visitor attraction, unprecedented 
events and historic anniversaries, there will be something for everyone 
to enjoy. This is the year to check Northern Ireland off your bucket list 
and with 2.2 million Canadians claiming ancestry links in Northern 
Ireland, it also makes it a great time for Canadians to explore the land of 
their ancestors. 
Here are a few highlights of what’s to come in 2012: 
 
Titanic Belfast Experience 
Belfast’s notable ship-building heritage includes the design, building 
and launch of the most famous ship ever built – the Titanic. This April 
the city where she was built will mark the centenary of her tragic sinking 
on her maiden voyage across the Atlantic in the city’s Titanic Quarter. 
The new Titanic Belfast experience is the world’s largest Titanic visitor 
attraction and is twice the size of Belfast’s City Hall. Opening on March 
31, the six-storey attraction is filled with exhibitions uncovering the story 
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of Titanic – its origins, construction, launch and history. 
 
Titanic Belfast Festival 
In conjunction with the opening of the new Titanic Belfast attraction, the 
Titanic Belfast Festival will run from March 31 until May 2012 and will 
include plays, tours, exhibitions and talks all themed around the Titanic. 
Commemorations for the lives lost on the anniversary of the ship’s 
sinking will take place from April 14 to 15. 
 
MTV Titanic Concert 
MTV is coming back to Northern Ireland as part of the Titanic Belfast 
Festival this April after the enormous success of the EMAs in November 
2011 to deliver not one but two major outdoor music events on the 
Titanic Slipways.  
 
Land of the Giants 
Beginning June 30, Northern Ireland will host the largest outdoor theatre 
and arts event ever staged as it celebrates all things associated with 
giants – from the mythical giant of Finn McCool from the Giant’s 
Causeway to the literary giants featured in Jonathan Swift’s Gulliver’s 
Travels (which was inspired by Belfast’s landscape). Located in the 
Titanic Quarter on the very slipways Titanic was launched, the Land of 
Giants will include a carnival, circus and music celebrating this theme. 
 
Clipper Round the World Yacht Race 
Coinciding with its own Maritime Festival from June 30 to July 8, 
Derry~Londonderry will welcome the 10-strong international fleet as it 
plays host to the final transatlantic stage of the 40,000-mile race, with 
teams arriving from Nova Scotia, Canada, during the last leg. The city’s 
own yacht, the Derry~Londonderry, is promoting the city’s UK City of 
Culture 2013 status on its travels. 
 
Bespoke Belfast is a highly recommended local touring company that 
can personalize your vacation in Northern Ireland to your own interests. 
Whether you are looking for a cookery school, a spa day, a shopping 
extravaganza or some adrenalin activities, this company can set it up 
for you. Their website is www.bespokebelfast.com . 

 

SPORTS ACTIVITIES Boating: Shannon-Erne System, Europe’s longest leisure waterway at 
500 miles, takes 12 days, self-skippered cabin cruise; also the Grand 
Canal from Dublin to Waterford. 
Outdoors Northern Ireland: surf the Atlantic at Portrush; canoe the 
rapids at Benburb beneath castle ruins 120 ft above, sailing – Portaferry 
in June for the red sails of the Galway Hookers in Strangford Lough; 
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diving Rathlin Island, north coast for deep underwater cliffs; parasailing, 
waterskiing, rock climbing… 

Golf Ireland is a natural golfing country and is recognised as a world-class 
golfing destination. With more than 400 golf courses to choose from, the 
island of Ireland offers the Canadian golfer a challenging and 
memorable golfing experience. Home to more than one-third of the 
world's true links courses, Ireland offers four distinct golfing regions 
which can be explored individually or as part of a more extended 
itinerary. All around the island, world-famous championship links 
courses rub shoulders with lesser-known yet spectacular hidden gems. 
What's more, tee times can be booked easily and green fees are 
moderate (from $40 to $185 for signature championship courses). 
Green fees for parkland courses are approximately £6.00 - £40.00 or 
€10.00 - €60.00 on weekdays and £8.00 - £50.00 or €12.00 - €80.00 on 
weekends.  
Green fees for links courses are approximately £40.00 - £95.00 or 
€50.00 - €150.00 in the winter or £60.00 - £100 or €50.00 - €240 in the 
summer.  

The following list highlights some of the 'must play' courses in each 
region: 
Dublin area - Portmarnock, the European, the K Club (venue of the 
2006 Ryder Cup)  
Northern Ireland - Royal County Down, Royal Portrush, Ardglass, 
Portstewart, Royal  Belfast  
The West - Ballyliffin, Carne, Enniscrone, Rosses Point/Sligo  
The South West - Ballybunion, Doonbeg, Lahinch, Waterville, Old 
Head  
The South East - Mount Juliet, Druids Glen 
The 2011 Solheim Cup took place at Killeen Castle, County Meath, 
Ireland. Killeen Castle, the ancestral home of the Earls of Fingal, sits in 
a wooded estate in 500 acres in Dunsany, Co. Meath.  
An excellent golfing website is www.northandwestcoastlinks.com  

Fishing Salmon, brown, rainbow and sea trout in Cork/Kerry – State license and 
day permits; Coarse: roach, dace perch, pike, rudd, bream; deep sea: 
Pollock, skate, ray, turbot, blue shark 
The great Western lakes of Galway and Mayo are recognised as the 
greatest wild brown trout fisheries in the world, while Lough Corrib in 
Galway is a mecca for game fishermen and is famous for its exciting 
Mayfly season.   
The rivers of Ireland’s West offer everything from big salmon to wild 
browns and, in Roscommon and Galway East, some of the best coarse 
fish stocks in Ireland. Shore fishing from rock, pier or beach is second to 
none, and deep sea fishing around the Galway and Mayo coasts is 
nothing short of spectacular. 
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Horse riding Ireland is often called “The Land of the Horse”.  Companies offering 
riding vacations include Bonaventure tours.com; HiddenTrails.com.   
There are 40 equestrian centres in Cork/Kerry alone; horse racing is 
part of Irish life e.g. Mallow, 35km north of Cork 
Equestrian Holidays Ireland is a selection of Ireland’s top horseback 
riding establishments, each with its own individual character and style. 
Every centre is Irish Tourist Board listed and Association of Irish Riding 
Establishments approved. 

Hiking  Hill-walking: waymarked ways, Ulster Way – Europe’s longest marked 
footpath at 560 miles, Wicklow Way, Dingle Way 179km – Ring of Kerry;  
Holywood Hills – inspiration for CS Lewis’ Narnia; Hidden Trails, Active 
Journeys, Bonaventure Tours. 
Long distance trails include the Foxford Way in Mayo, the Galway 
section of The Western Way, The Suck Valley Way in Roscommon and 
Galway, and the Arigna Miners Way and Historical Trail in Roscommon 
and Leitrim. 
Croagh Patrick, County Mayo: St Patrick spent 40 days and nights 
fasting on this 765-metre high sacred mountain near Westport, and 
banishing dragons, snakes and demonic forces from the site. Today, 
pilgrims follow in the footsteps of the saint and on “Reek Sunday”, the 
last Sunday in July, over 25,000 people ascend towards the summit. 

Cycling 715km cycling routes in Cork and Kerry e.g. The Sheeps Head Way; 
Connemara Trail, Donegal Trail – rugged coastline and mountains. 
Cycle the River Lagan towpath in Belfast or the Kingfisher Cycle Trail – 
370 kms through the lakes of County Fermanagh;  
Cycling companies – check out G Adventures, Randonnee Tours, 
Butterfield and Robinson. 

  

CULTURE One of the most important elements in Irish culture is the Irish language.  
Ireland’s West is fortunate to have Gaeltachts, or Irish-speaking areas, 
in both Galway and Mayo. In these areas, you will notice the Irish 
language on signs and shop-fronts as well as in everyday speech. Here, 
people still play music, sing and dance in the old traditional manner. 

Arts Literary Ireland abounds in famous names: Joyce, GB Shaw, Oscar 
Wilde, WB Yeats, Walter Scott, Anthony Trollope, Seamus Heaney. 
 
Dublin – City of Living Culture 
Home to some of the world’s best known authors, playwrights and 
musicians, Dublin truly is a city of living culture. Recently voted one of 
the world’s top literary destinations, Dublin has so much to offer the 
culture-seeking visitor. With its Viking remains, atmospheric cobbled 
alleys and Georgian squares, it’s easy to absorb Dublin’s thousand 
years of history. Step back in time in this city full of literary landmarks, 
from the James Joyce Tower and the Writers Museum to the famous 
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Gate and Abbey theatres and historic Trinity College, alma mater of 
many of Ireland’s greatest writers.  
 
The Saint Patrick Centre is in Downpatrick, just 30 minutes from 
Belfast: Ego Patricius Exhibition: new 21st century interactive 
experience telling story of patron saint.  There is a Cathedral Garden 
Restaurant and Art Gallery Craft Shop. 

Music Two of the most enduring and internationally famed traditions are Irish 
traditional music, and Irish dancing. Traditional music can be heard all 
over the country from city centre pubs to rural festivals. The bodhrán, 
which is like a hand-held drum, is one of the most popular instruments 
in Irish music, along with the fiddle and the tin whistle. 
“Danny Boy” was a traditional street fiddle tune and was only 
’discovered’ in 1851 when Jane Ross wrote down the notes she heard 
in the street! 

Films Michael Collins (Neil Jordan, 1996) is a fine biopic about the Irish 
rebel, filmed largely on location. Nora (Pat Murphy, 2000) is a good 
biographical film about James Joyce's fascinating and long-suffering 
wife.  
Veronica Guerin (Joel Schumacher, 2003) is a dark, fact-based film 
with Cate Blanchett about a troubled investigative reporter.  
Bloom (Sean Walsh, 2004) is a brave adaptation of Ulysses, with 
Stephen Rea.  
Intermission (John Crowley, 2003) has Colin Farrell talking in his real 
accent, in this Irish romance. 

Museums The Writers Museum and Natural History Museum in Dublin are two of 
my favourites in the capital.  The Dublin Pass is great value (see above 
for details) 
Ulster Museum: a truly great museum and art gallery that deserves a 
full day. Rich displays of archaeology, ethnography, art, history and 
natural sciences. Award-winning Early Ireland gallery and the Made in 
Belfast exhibits are outstanding. Don't miss Treasures of the Armada, 
featuring intriguing and spectacular items recovered from the Spanish 
galleass Girona.  
Ulster Folk and Transport Museum at Cultra brings history to life, with 
exhibit buildings including furnished houses, mills, shops, schools and 
churches which illustrate how people in Northern Ireland lived in the 
past. The museum also boosts the only permanent Titanic exhibition in 
Northern Ireland. 

Festivals From the fire of the festival to the lure of literature, the island of Ireland 
boasts a rich tapestry of arts and cultural activities.  
St. Patrick’s Festival:  March  
www.stpatricksfestival.ie  
See separate section below 
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Galway Arts Festival: July  
www.galwayartsfestival.com   
Galway, the most westerly city in Europe enjoys a strong artistic 
heritage and a flourishing arts, music, theatre, and film scene.  Move to 
the beat of the Galway Arts Festival – an eclectic mixture of theatre, 
spectacle, dance, visual arts, music, literature & comedy involving 
hundreds of artists and performers.  
 
Wexford Opera Festival: October  
www.wexfordopera.com  
From its early Celtic and Nordic beginnings Wexford has become a 
thriving cosmopolitan hub, excellent for shopping and dining out, yet 
steeped in heritage and history. Re-live nine thousand years of history 
at the Irish National Heritage Park or experience the World-famous 
Wexford Festival Opera this fall. Enjoy much-loved operas including 
Rimsky-Korsakov’s ‘The Snow Maiden’ and Pedrotti’s ‘Tutti in 
Maschera’ in one of Ireland’s most picturesque coastal settings.  
 
Belfast Festival at Queens: October /November 
www.belfastfestival.com  
Belfast, Northern Ireland’s capital city is steeped in culture.  Find out 
where great ships like the Titanic were built, marvel at the architecturally 
impressive City Hall or take a trip around its historic pubs by joining a 
Baileys Historical Pub Walking Tour.  Be enthralled by The Belfast 
Festival at Queens and immerse yourself in the best of Irish theatre, 
dance, music, visual arts, and literature.  
 
Dublin Events:  
Dublin’s famous spirit of fun infuses over one hundred wonderful 
festivals and events throughout the year, from the spectacular St. 
Patrick’s Festival to the colourful Street Performance World 
Championships. Events such as Bloomsday, Bloom and Festival of 
World Cultures are excellent events. 
 
In the West: 
Arts Festivals: Galway Arts Festival (July)  
Galway Film Fleadh (July)  
Clifden Arts Week (September) 
Cultural Festivals: Ballina Street Festival (July)  
Clarenbridge Oyster Festival (September)  
Galway Oyster Festival (September)  
Castlebar International 4 Day Walks Festival (June)  
Curragh Racing Inis Oirr (August) 
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ATTRACTIONS Blarney Castle, Cork, bestows the gift of eloquence 
Waterford Crystal Centre has the world’s largest display with factory 
tours and a restaurant. All the seconds are destroyed! 

Beaches Beaches abound on this island – from long glorious deserted strands to 
the popular beaches close to Dublin and Belfast; there’s a beach for 
everyone…even if the sea temperature may be a little chilly! 

Wildlife Bird watching is wonderful and in the National Parks you can see 
deer…but there’s no snakes, thanks to St Patrick! 

Parks Ireland has 6 national parks:  
The Burren NP in Co Clare;  
Connemara NP in Galway;  
Glenveagh NP in Co Donegal;  
Killarney NP in Co Kerry;  
Mayo NP;  
Wicklow Mountains NP.   
There are also 12 Forest Parks and 71 National Nature Reserves 

Gardens National Trust gardens in Northern Ireland: Gosford, Castlewellan; 
roses, daffodils, wild bluebells, primroses.  Also: Mount Stewart 
(agapanthus display) and Rowallane (blue Himalayan poppies) 
Ardnamona Gardens, Lough Eske, County Donegal A wilderness 
until the 19th century, Ardnamona Gardens is now thriving with an 
exceptional collection of trees, shrubs and rhododendrons. In 1991, 
Ardnamona was declared a National Heritage Garden. 

Castles/Forts Dunluce, 16th century stronghold of MacDonnells, teeters on a cliff 
edge and has a secret entrance through a sea cave. 
Ennislillen was the medieval home of the Maguires of Fermanagh. 
Navan Centre and Fort: Armargh in Northern Ireland. This was the 
royal seat of the Kings of Ulster and the province’s ancient capital. Start 
your tour in the ‘Vanished World’ of lost myths, travel into the ‘Real 
World’ of archaeology and then enter the ‘Other World’ to hear the 
legends of the Ulster Cycle. Visit the Iron Age/Early Christian period 
dwelling and, through Living History interpretation, learn about that way 
of life.  Finally, walk the path of history to the great Ancient Seat of 
Kings, Navan Fort. 
Derry is the only walled city in Ireland and the walls date from 1613-18, 
with 4 original gates and bastions intact; the Tower Museum presents 
the city’s history; St Columb’s Cathedral is 17th century. 

 

OTHER ACTIVITIES  

Shopping In the west, traditional knitwear (and not so traditional high fashion 
knitwear too), pottery, decorative items, handmade bellows, trendy 
fleece-wear, musical instruments, jewellery and basketry. 

Markets St Georges Market in Belfast is an over 100 yrs old covered market 
with over 230 stalls ranging from zips to shark meat. It was recently 
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voted one of the top three markets in the UK. 

Arts and Crafts in 
Dublin 

If you’re after modern Irish design, then try Whichcraft (5 Castlegate) in 
Old City, Temple Bar for a mix of Irish art and jewellery. Kilkenny 
(Nassau Street) shop is also a fantastic spot for Irish homeware and 
design, with pottery and glassware alongside jewellery and clothing. 
Blarney Woollen Mills (Nassau Street) and Dublin Woollen Mills (41 
Lower Ormond Quay) are good for traditional sweaters, scarves, 
cardigans and gloves.  Avoca Handweavers (Suffolk Street) is a good 
spot for designer and children’s clothing with a quirk, and you can also 
pick up renowned cookbooks from the much-loved Avoca café. 

Nightlife Everything under the sun – but perhaps the quintessential evening is 
spent in a warm Irish pub with the locals experiencing the camaraderie 
and craic that is so unique to the Irish people. 
In Belfast, the Crown Liquor Saloon: Great Victoria St. 1839-1840; 
The Crown is owned by the National Trust. Drinkers of the city know well 
its opulent marble, brilliant Italian tilework, fine glass engraving, 
embossed ceiling, and cosy booths bedecked with gryphons and lions. 
Panels in the restaurant on the first floor were meant for the Brittanic, 
Titanic’s sister ship. 

 

CUISINE  

Food Ulster Fry: potato bread fried with local-cure bacon, Moira pork and 
apple sausages, free-range eggs, Almargh mushrooms, bunch of dulse 
(edible seaweed); breads: afternoon tea: soda farls, treacle farls; pubs: 
locally harvested oysters with glass of Guinness; beef fillet flamed in 
Bushmills whiskey 

Wine and spirits Irish whiskey and Guinness are justifiably world famous! 
 
Guinness: During the middle ages, St. James’s Gate was western 
entrance into the city of Dublin. Later, the brewery was built at the site, 
and it was here at the St. James’s Gate Brewery in 1759, that Arthur 
Guinness began brewing ale. Arthur’s result is what is now known all 
over the world as Guinness Stout. The production of Guinness was 
moved to London between the 1930’s to 2005, but has returned to its 
original site at St. James’s Gate Brewery, which is also called the 
Guinness Storehouse and is Dublin’s most visited attraction. 
 
Bushmills Distillery: At the top of the village you will find what 
Bushmills has become known worldwide for - the famous Old Bushmills 
Whiskey Distillery. The Victorian architecture of the Distillery dates from 
1885 when it was rebuilt due to a fire. It is located on the on the banks of 
St. Columb's Rill and reputed to be the oldest licensed Distillery in the 
world - being given legal status in 1608 when King James 1st granted a 
license to local landowner Sir Thomas Phillips. The process of illegal 
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distillation in the village goes back even further than 1608. Local folklore 
tells of whiskey being made illegally in the 1400's, there are also 
records of a Sir Robert Savage enjoying the 'aqua vitae' (whiskey) with 
his troops in 1276 and the drink is even mentioned in the Book of 
Leinster. The company itself was founded in 1783 and in 1800's we find 
records of the S.S. Bushmills, a large sailing ship own by company 
which transported whiskey across the Atlantic. 

Restaurants Ireland has an admirable range of restaurants in all price categories. 
The settings range from old-world hotel dining rooms, country 
mansions, and castles to sky-lit terraces, shop-front bistros, riverside 
cottages, thatched-roof pubs, and converted houses. 
The Merchant Restaurant in Belfast is a wonderful example of the 
resurgence of top notch cuisine in Belfast. 

 

MORE INFO  

Brochures  Call 1-800-223-6470 for Tourism Ireland to request brochures or go to 
www.shamrock.org  

Websites For everything Irish: www.discoverireland.com  
For Globus: www.GlobusFamily.ca   
For Dublin: www.visitdublin.com  
For Belfast: www.gotobelfast.com 
For Air Canada: www.aircanada.com  

 
 

St Patrick’s Day 2012 Sometimes it seems that the whole world wants to be Irish and on 
March 17 it can be. Around the globe on March 17, St. Patrick's Festival 
is celebrated with parties and parades but the BIG party will be taking 
place in Ireland where the Irish celebrate in style with five days and 
nights of fantastic celebratory events, most of which are free.  Where 
better to spend Saint Patrick’s Day than the lively capital of Dublin city 
where you can enjoy Ireland’s biggest party.  With over 4000 
performers and 1 million people celebrating Ireland, the ‘craic’ (Irish 
word for fun times) will be great.  
 
It’s a national holiday celebrated in more countries than any other, when 
hundreds of thousands of people around the world don their favourite 
green shirt or hat, and when thousands march in colourful carnival 
parades and even thousands more watch. It’s a day when everyone 
wants to be Irish and join the party. 
 
With countries around the world caught up in celebrations for St 
Patrick’s Day, the best place to be is on the island itself where festivities 
for the day now last for a whole week!  
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NIAGARA FALLS GOES GREEN FOR ST PATRICK’S DAY 
Tourism Ireland launched its global ‘greening’ initiative in 2011 when 
iconic buildings around the world are lit up for St Patrick’s Day on March 
17. In 2012, Niagara Falls, in both Canada and the U.S., will be 
illuminated in emerald green for the first time as part of the Tourism 
Ireland Worldwide Greening Campaign on the evenings of March 16 to 
17. The Leaning Tower of Pisa in Italy will also go green on March 17. 
Past years’ buildings and attractions to go green have included New 
York’s Empire State Building, Toronto’s CN Tower, the Moulin Rouge 
(‘Moulin Vert’) in Paris, South Africa’s Table Mountain and the Burj Al 
Arab in Dubai. 
 
WHO WAS IRELAND’S PATRON SAINT PATRICK? 
Born Maewyn Succat in 385 AD in the Welsh town of Banwen, he was 
then captured by Gaelic slave traders at the age of 16 and sold to an 
Irish sheep farmer. Enslaved for six years, during which he turned to 
Christianity for comfort until he escaped at the age of 22, he spent the 
next 12 years living in a British monastery. It was there that he adopted 
the name Patrick. Saint Patrick later returned to Ireland as a bishop with 
the task of spreading Christianity to pagan Ireland. Visitors to Ireland 
today can visit Saint Patrick’s burial place at Down Cathedral in 
Downpatrick, Co Down. 
 
ST PATRICK’S DAY PARADE, DUBLIN 
As the European City of Science in 2012, Dublin’s 2012 parade theme 
is ‘HOW? WHAT? WHY?’ – the disarming but deep questions that 
children ask like ‘why is the sky blue?’ Creative interpretations to the 
factual answers will be unleashed and on show. The range of floats, 
theatre troupes, artists, giant puppetry, dancers and marching bands 
from all over the world will mingle with a sea of green faces thronging 
the streets as the huge parade passes through the city to the beat of 
marching drums and the cheers of well over half a million spectators. 
 
CELEBRATE YOUR IRISH HERITAGE 
Tourism Ireland is also looking to 2013, when Ireland will host what's 
being called, 'The Gathering', a year-long celebration of everything 
that's unique and great about Ireland and its people. Throughout the 
year you can expect to see a huge line-up of festivals and events 
focusing on the best of Ireland's offerings in culture, music, the arts, 
sports and heritage. We are inviting everyone who has ever felt, or 
wanted to feel, a connection to Ireland to visit in 2013. Actor Liam 
Neeson said, "I am an Irishman first and foremost, and I wouldn't have it 
any other way. Being Irish and a citizen of the world has made me truly 
appreciate Irish culture, music and history. Whether you're first- or 
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second-generation Irish, or even have no connection to Ireland, you 
should visit in 2013 for a unique experience." 
 
CERTIFICATE OF IRISH HERITAGE 
The Irish Government is inviting people of Irish descent worldwide to 
celebrate their Irish Heritage this St Patrick’s Day by getting an official 
Certificate of Irish Heritage. Certificate holders can celebrate their Irish 
roots by proudly displaying their certificates to family and friends to 
show their connection to Ireland. www.heritagecertificate.ie  
 

St Patrick Day in 
Canada 2012 

Saint Patrick’s Day is a great excuse to celebrate all things Irish – 
celebrate the diversity of Irish music, food, dance, literature, storytelling 
as well as the very friendly people!  Tourism Ireland are taking over the 
world again with their global greening project! Started in 2011, they’ve 
set the targets even higher for 2012. Canada’s Niagara Falls and 
Toronto’s CN Tower will be going green as well as South Africa’s Table 
Mountain, The Empire State Building in NY and the London Eye in the 
UK to name a few! Keep an eye out for the green Falls on March 17th. 
 
Here are some facts you can impress your friends with about Saint 
Patrick’s Day! 
 
Did you know that 12.4% of the Canadian population claims Irish 
Heritage? 
 
Did you know Ireland has three patron saints: Saint Patrick, Saint 
Bridget and Saint Columba? 
 
Did you know over 5.5 million pints of Guinness are sold every day but 
on Saint Patrick’s Day it more than doubles to 13 million? 
 
Did you know the perfect pour of Guinness (‘the black stuff’) should take 
199.5 seconds? It must be poured at an angle of 45 degrees followed 
by a rest. After a pause, long enough so that the glass is perfect black, 
the rest of the glass is filled, again at 45 degree angle. 
 
Did you know that the first Saint Patrick’s Festival in Dublin was held 
over one day, and night, on March 17 1996? The live audience for the 
day was an estimated 430,000. Today the Festival in Dublin has 
expanded to a 4 day celebration of all things Irish! 
 
Did you know preparation for the first Saint Patrick’s Festival used to 
take just 5 months, but with the growth of the Festival, it now takes 18 
months to plan Ireland’s biggest celebration? 
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For all those with Irish heritage links in Canada watch out for The 
Gathering 2013 – where throughout 2013 Ireland will hold a year-long 
celebration of what is best about our people, landscape, culture & 
heritage. Ireland is inviting you to re-connect. Whether you’re Irish-born, 
Irish-bred or Irish in spirit, you should heed the call to the Gathering! 
 

2012 Highlights 16 -19 March 2012 
The whole world feels a little Irish on St. Patrick’s Day and Dublin City is 
party central. Music will flood the streets of Dublin on March 16th as a 
huge outdoor Céilí takes to the streets at Stephen’s Green, the 17th will 
see the legendary St. Patrick’s Day parade flow through the City with 
this year’s quizzical theme of ‘How? What? Why?’ Next, it’s the Festival 
Big Day Out on the 18th, an exciting and engaging celebration of Irish 
street arts. Outside the capitol every city, town and village comes alive 
with celebrations big and small.  
The details: www.stpatricksfestival.ie  

The 2012 Parade Ireland’s leading pageant companies and marching bands will make the 
streets come alive in spectacular style on 17th March. 
HOW? WHAT? WHY? is the theme for the 2012 St. Patrick’s Festival 
Parade which will explore the wonder and curiosity of science.  A 
selection of science related questions that children may ask have been 
explored by Ireland’s leading pageant companies who each will present 
their imaginative, colourful and thought provoking creations on March 
17th.  The sense of discovery, wonder and amazement of science will 
truly come alive in spectacular style on the streets of Dublin this St. 
Patrick’s Day. 
THE SCIENCE RELATED QUESTIONS BEING EXPLORED 
1. How do you tell the age of a forest?  
2. Why do we dream?  
3. How is a rainbow formed?  
4. What makes the weather change?  
5. How do our senses work?  
6. What lives beneath the sea?  
7. How is electricity made?  
8. If the earth is spinning why don’t we fall off?  
 
Marching ensembles from around the globe will provide the musical 
score for the festival parade.  Bands from Ireland, Northern Ireland, the 
United Kingdom and Russia will join U.S. bands from California, 
Georgia, Indiana, Missouri, North Carolina, Texas and Washington to 
march through the streets of the capital. 
The Parade begins on Parnell Square and continues on to O’Connell 
Street and over O’Connell Bridge to Westmoreland Street.  It then 
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winds its way down Dame Street and Lord Edward Street passes by 
Christchurch Cathedral and along Patrick Street where it finishes just 
past St. Patrick’s Cathedral. 

St Patrick’s Day in 
Northern Ireland 

Be sure not to miss the festival events in Northern Ireland. The Armagh 
Down Saint Patrick’s Festival is the largest celebration of Ireland’s 
patron saint held in Northern Ireland. If Ireland really is the land of 
Saints and Scholars then the cradle of Irish Christianity lies within the 
ancient capitals of Counties Armagh and Down, now known as Saint 
Patrick’s Country. Celebrate in style as you experience a host of 
fantastic events which include plays, music concerts, conferences, 
exhibitions and children’s entertainment. For more information on The 
Armagh Down Saint Patrick’s Festival 2012 visit 
www.st-patricksdayfestival.com   

St Patrick Who was St. Patrick? 
The man largely responsible for converting Ireland to Christianity over 
nearly 30 years, up to the year 461 AD or thereabouts - even if the work 
had been started by other missionaries before him. 
Was he real? 
Most definitely, even if the facts about his life have been freely mingled 
over the centuries with legend and make-believe. A written document, 
his Confession, is tangible evidence of his authenticity. 
Where did he come from? 
An important thing to remember about Patrick is that he was not Irish. In 
fact he was what nowadays at least would be called British, even if he 
was of Roman parentage. 
Where in Britain did he originate? 
To be honest, nobody knows. Patrick himself refers in his writings to his 
father owning a holding near the village of Bannavem Taberniae, but 
there is no such name on any map of Roman Britain. The date of his 
birth is commonly given as circa 389 AD. 
How did he first arrive in Ireland? 
As a 16 year-old and named Succat, he was captured in a raid by the 
Irish King, Niall of the Nine Hostages, and sold into slavery, working as 
a herdsman for six years on Slemish Mountain in County Antrim. Irish 
pirate chieftains were given to raiding the western coast of Britain in 
those days. Hence, it has traditionally been assumed that Patrick 
originally came from South Wales, probably along the Severn Valley, 
which could also mean that he came from Gloucestershire. Modern 
scholars, however, are more inclined to think of Strathclyde as being 
more likely. 
How was that slave turned into a missionary? 
After six years, Patrick managed to escape from his master, Milchu- 
legend has it that he was told of a waiting ship in a dream - and made 
his way back to Britain. According to Patrick, he had another dream of 
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monumental importance. In it, The Voice of Ireland called to him to 
return to that country as a Christian missionary. As a result, he went to 
France, some say, studied to become a Christian and a missionary at 
the monastery of Auxerre, near Paris, and later was ordained a priest. In 
432 AD, now a bishop named Patricius, he was sent by the Pope to 
Ireland to take up where a previous missionary Bishop, Palladius, had 
left off. 
How successful was he? 
Phenomenally so, if some are to be believed. By some accounts, he 
failed to convert King Laoghaire (pronounced Leary), High King of 
Ireland and, by an odd coincidence, the son of Niall of the Nine 
Hostages, who had originally captured him. Other accounts say that he 
succeeded. Crucially, however, he won the King’s permission to 
continue his work in Ireland. Some historians, however, are inclined to 
believe that the thrust of his efforts was confined to Ulster, 
concentrating on Downpatrick, by then the seat of the Ulster Kings. 
Whatever the truth of that, it appears that over two to three decades 
from 432 AD, either he or his disciples travelled to just about every 
corner of Ireland. And his legacy lived on. By the end of the 5th century, 
Ireland was a Christian nation. 
When did he die? 
There is some doubt about this too. Some accounts say Patrick lived to 
be all of 120 years of age! Most, however, point to him dying on March 
17 about the year 461 AD at Saul, County Down, at a church built on 
land given to him by Dichu, a local chieftain, who was one of his 
converts. 
The Annals of Ulster also mention him dying in 491 AD. This has 
given rise to the so-called “two Patricks” theory, providing food for 
endless speculation by scholars. By the end of the 7th century a single 
Patrick had already become a legendary figure. 
Where is he buried? 
A tombstone in the grounds of Down Cathedral in Downpatrick is 
supposed to mark his grave. But there are serious doubts. Patrick is 
almost certainly buried somewhere in County Down but it is thought 
that the Norman nobleman John De Courcy may not so easily have 
found the remains almost seven centuries after Patrick’s death. De 
Courcy claimed to have found them and brought them to the seat of his 
stronghold. The claim was politically convenient to say the least in 12th 
century Ireland as the Normans bade to consolidate their power. 

 

TITANIC Belfast was where it all began, where the Titanic was built and where 
you can now experience Titanic Belfast, the newest visitor attraction in 
Ireland which opens 31st March 2012. 
At 11.40pm on April 14th, on a calm and moonless night, RMS Titanic 
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raced into an iceberg at almost full speed (22 knots), creating an 
intermittent breach 90m (300 feet) long below the waterline.Two hours 
and forty minutes later, she sank to the bottom of the Atlantic with the 
loss of over 1,500 men, women and children. The heroism and horror of 
Titanic’s final hours are induced with atmospheric sound and lighting to 
create a subtle and moving evocation of the ship’s catastrophic and 
untimely demise.  

Titanic Belfast Titanic Belfast extends over nine galleries, with multiple dimensions to 
the exhibition, drawing together special effects, dark rides, full-scale 
reconstructions and innovative interactive features to explore the Titanic 
story in a fresh and insightful way; from her conception in Belfast in the 
early 1900s, through her construction and launch, to her infamous 
maiden voyage and catastrophic demise. The journey goes beyond the 
aftermath of the sinking, to the discovery of the wreck and continues 
into the present day with a live undersea exploration centre. 
Titanic Belfast is an iconic six-floor building featuring nine interpretive 
galleries. The building also houses temporary exhibits, a 1000-seater 
banqueting suite, education and community facilities, catering and retail 
space and a basement car park. Visitors will learn about the 
construction of RMS Titanic and the wide and rich story of Northern 
Ireland’s industrial and maritime heritage. 
Titanic Belfast's nine interpretative and interactive galleries explore the 
sights, sounds, smells and stories of Titanic, as well as the city and 
people which made her. Visitors will journey - by foot and by rides - 
through: 
• Boomtown Belfast 
• The Arrol Gantry & Shipyard Ride 
• The Launch 
• The Fit Out 
• The Maiden Voyage 
• The Sinking 
• The Aftermath 
• Myths & Legends 
• Titanic Beneath (including the Ocean Exploration Centre) 
 
Additional space is devoted to: 
• Community arts and education facilities 
• A large gallery for temporary exhibitions, performances and meetings 
• Cafes, restaurants and shops 
• Titanic Suite (1000-suite banqueting / conference centre) 
Website: www.titanicbelfast.com  

Titanic Belfast 
Festival 2012 
 

April and May 2012 
Born in Belfast, built by Belfast and imagined by Belfast – there’s only 
one place the Titanic could really celebrate its 100-year anniversary. 
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The Titanic’s footprint runs pretty deep in the city; from the shipyard’s 
hulking gantry cranes Samson and Goliath, to the slipway where MTV 
will play a rollicking one-off concert and a poignant memorial by the side 
of Belfast City Hall. The shiny cherry on top will be Titanic Belfast when 
it opens its doors on March 31st. Add theatre, insight-loaded tours and a 
raft of family-friendly events and you have yourself the most 
all-encompassing Titanic Festival, well, anywhere. 

Titanic Visitor 
Experience 
 

When the brand new Titanic Belfast experience opens its doors on 
March 31st, it will be the largest Titanic attraction in the world (and 
arguably the most impressive). Wrapped in glittering aluminium, the 
edifice is designed to mimic the hulls of four ships and if what’s outside 
impresses then what’s inside may well blow your mind. The complex 
boasts state-of-the-art multimedia installations, a walk through the 
entire build and even a ride through a reconstructed shipyard. And to 
commemorate the night of the sinking, a Virtual Choir installation will be 
held there 100 years to the minute after the Titanic struck that iceberg 
on April 14th. Composer and conductor (and now Grammy-winner) Eric 
Whitacre collates recordings from singers around the world and syncs 
them to create an outstanding visual and vocal experience. 

Titanic Theatre 
 

Towards the end of April, award-winning playwright Owen McCafferty 
will debut Titanic: Scenes from the British Wreck Commissioner’s 
Inquiry 1912 at The Metropolitan Arts Centre. Based on the gripping 
testimonies heard at the inquiry, the show promises to bring drama by 
the hull full. Illustrating the tension of the courtroom, it highlights the 
instances of bravery, loss, terror and human frailty that were witnessed 
in the ship’s final hours. A whole festival is being held for Titanic 
theatre-goers. The Titanic Creative Arts Festival begins on March 22nd  
and culminates in the Requiem for the Lost Souls of the Titanic at St. 
Anne’s Cathedral, Belfast. As the final event on April 15th, almost 200 
musicians and several composers will be taking part. 

A party 100 years in 
the making 
 

Every star needs a spotlight and Titanic Belfast is no different. Seeing 
as this is a rather special commemoration, the new centre will be bathed 
in what promises to be a spine-tingling light show on April 7th 2012. Four 
days later MTV will be in town, and in the very slipway from where 
Titanic was launched, it will rock the dock with some stellar tunes. If it’s 
anything like the party they brought for the EMAs, we’d warn the 
babysitter it’ll be a late one. Finally, a glamorous gala will be held at the 
ever-elegant Waterfront Hall where the Titanic story will be narrated by 
Northern Ireland’s acting icons.  
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GLOBUS  2012 is the year to visit Ireland and the perfect way to explore the 
country is with the Globus Family of Brands who offer a range of 
vacation styles, itineraries and vacations of different durations. And 
even better - right now there’s a $100 per couple saving on 
Monograms, Globus and Cosmos Ireland vacations – click here for 
details: 
http://www.discoverireland.com/ca-en/campaigns/partners/globusfamily
/?WT.mc_id=ca_link_1703_crglobus  
 
Globus is the world leader in first-class escorted travel with more than 
80 years of experience providing a variety of travel styles. 
 
With 50 years of experience, Cosmos combines the freedom of 
independent travel with the benefits of group travel, all at an 
unbelievable value. 
 
And Monograms is ideal for vacationers who want the freedom of 
independent travel but who prefer the convenience of a package that 
takes care of all the details, such as reserving hotels, air arrangements, 
airport transfers, and even guidance at your destination. 
 
Monograms is the perfect choice for first timers to a destination who do 
not wish to travel as part of a group. A Monograms package provides 
the right blend of sightseeing and free time and includes the services of 
a local host at your hotel, breakfast daily, transfers between cities (if 
traveling to more than one city) and when purchased with air, transfers 
to and from the airport are also included. 
 

Globus feature Ireland in the general Europe and Britain brochure. 
Only with Globus can you travel to many of the world's greatest religious 
sites and destinations – with exceptional quality and value. Globus 
gives you more selection, more features, more leisure time, more 
superior hotels and more experience. After more than 80 years in 
business, Globus has perfected their itineraries so that you enjoy a 
smooth, hassle-free vacation with unrivaled consistence, quality and 
value. And Globus tour directors weave together insightful anecdotes, 
little-known secrets and hands-on experiences to ensure that every 
journey tells a story. Globus gives you VIP access to all the must see 
sites – everything is included. 
 
Other tour operators may drive you by the major sights, but Globus 
takes you inside the world’s most awe-inspiring places – with special 
reservations to avoid waiting in long lines. Globus offers over 150 
unique vacation itineraries on six continents and more than 74 
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countries, including tours close to home in the U.S. and Canada – as 
well as Europe and more exotic destinations, Religious Travel and tours 
catering for families or first time travellers. For details, pick up the 
Globus brochures at your local Travel Agent. 
 
Globus has the most tours to Ireland. Of these: 
“Legacy of St Patrick” is a Faith-based tour, something that Globus 
are particularly well-known for. 
“Scenic Ireland” is the tour if you really want to see it all – very 
comprehensive, including Northern Ireland. 
“Introduction to Ireland” runs year round which is different. 
 
Cosmos has “Irish Explorer” – around $1000 for April / Oct 
departures so this is great value. Cosmos is the value brand - less 
included and more free time. 
 
Website: www.GlobusFamily.ca  

Monograms Monograms is the perfect choice for first timers to a destination that do 
not wish to travel as part of a group.  A Monograms package provides 
the right blend of sightseeing and free time and includes the services of 
a local host at your hotel, breakfast daily, transfers between cities (if 
travelling to more than one city) and when purchased with air, transfers 
to and from the airport are also included.  In addition to dozens of 
European city package combinations, Monograms offers an extensive 
array of vacations to destinations around the globe 
 
Monograms combines unparalleled freedom with helpful assistance and 

offers a four day package to Dublin – a perfect getaway or extension 

to a longer Globus or Cosmos Tour.  
 
The 3 night Monograms Getaway for two includes 3 nights with 
breakfast at the The Clarion Hotel IFSC in Dublin. A modern, elegant 
hotel in a prime location, the four star Clarion IFSC offers contemporary 
amenities and views over the River Liffey.  
 
Only with Monograms do you get a Local Host, who's available in each 
city to help you further personalize your trip and answer your questions 
and offer you suggestions for sightseeing, shopping, dining, and more. 
 
The Monograms 4 day Dublin Getaway also includes a morning guided 

sightseeing and orientation tour takes you along statue-lined O’
Connell Street, elegant Georgian squares, and inside St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral, the largest church in Ireland. Also visit Oscar Wilde’s Trinity 
College, famous for the 1,200 year-old Book of Kells.  
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Monograms also feature seven and ten day packages combining Dublin 
with city stays in the UK. Such as London and Edinburgh. Monograms is 
independent travel made easy. It leverages the Globus knowledge to 
get the best hotels and travelers do not have to worry about the details 
of everything connecting up – the booking and research part is made 
easy. 
If something gets cancelled they sort it all out for you and the 
Monograms rep is available at your hotel at set times as your “local 
host” or concierge - to book things and give advice on where to dine and 
more. 
 
And currently there’s $100 per couple off Globus Cosmos and 
Monograms Ireland tours.  

Key Points • Globus has been in business for over 80 years 
• Globus offers more than 150 unique vacation itineraries throughout 
74 different countries 
• Globus has perfected their itineraries so that you enjoy a smooth, 
hassle-free vacation with unrivaled consistence, quality and value.   
• With Globus you get high quality, low price and an abundance of 
included features all adding up to exceptional value! 
• Globus directors weave together insightful anecdotes, little-known 
secrets and hands-on experiences to ensure that every journey tells a 
story. 
• For more information or to book a Globus vacation, contact or visit 
your preferred travel agent. 

History More than 80 years ago, Antonio Mantegazza bought a rowboat to 
transport commercial goods across Lake Lugano in Switzerland. Who 
would have known that rowboat would launch the world's leading 
guided travel company?  
Antonio's frequent trips across the scenic lake led him to consider 
opportunities in a different market: tourism. His entrepreneurial instinct 
pushed him to gradually acquire some motor coaches to transport 
tourists around the Lake Lugano area.  
In 1928, Antonio opened a company specializing in motor coach touring 
called Globus Viaggi. The company began with a fleet of 12 coaches 
which operated local excursions for European tourists in Switzerland.  
By 1950, Globus Viaggi had grown to a fleet of 33 coaches and featured 
overnight excursions to Rome, Venice, the Dolomites and the French 
Riviera.  
For 80 years, the Globus family of brands has been providing a variety 
of products that address the needs of today's diverse traveler. Whether 
it's a fully escorted, premium, independent, or river cruise vacation, with 
Globus family of brands you will get unmatched value and world-class 
customer service with every journey.  
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Today, the Globus family of companies consists of more than 30 
tourism and aviation businesses, serviced by a group of more than 
5,000 professionals worldwide.  
Combined, Globus and Cosmos carry about 500,000 passengers a year 
making the company the leading operator of guided vacations 
worldwide. 

Why Globus? With Globus, you’ll always visit the key sights - the Sistine Chapel, the 
Colosseum and the Forum in Rome, the Prado Museum in Madrid, 
Michelangelos’s David in the Academy of Fine Arts in Florence, and 
many others. You’ll enjoy many more inclusions like cruises, high-speed 
trains, local guides, and in Italy’s main cities, headsets for clear 
commentary. They offer twice the number of included features as many 
competitors, without any additional cost to you. Look for the complete 
list of their special included features on each tour page in their brochure. 
Globus not only brings you experience that others simply don’t offer, 
they also ensure that you end up with more time to enjoy the rest of your 
destination. Most competitors require you to take extra optional 
excursions to see these important sights, costing you additional time 
and money. And if you don’t join their excursion, you’ll spend most of 
your time waiting in line. But with Globus, these sights are already 
included, freeing up the remainder of your time for exactly what you’d 
like to see. 
 
European River Cruises 
River Cruises are an increasingly way to explore castles, cathedrals and 
villages. Travel hassle-free aboard Europe’s most modern fleet of luxury 
river cruise ships with Globus’ Avalon brand. This is a great way to see 
some of the best sights that Germany has to offer in a luxurious and 
relaxing way. 

Hotels with Globus Globus understand the importance of hotel quality to your vacation. 
That’s why, unlike most competitors, Globus hotels are First Class and 
above. And they stand behind their ratings, as confirmed by the hotel & 
travel Index or national tourist board. For reference they have included 
hotel rating totals for each vacation in their brochure. 
The hotels selected are chosen not only for the superior quality but also 
for their convenient location, and their volume buying power worldwide 
means unparalleled value for you. For example, all hotels listed on the 
Monograms Independent Vacations and Leisurestyle vacations are 
located in the heart of your destination, so you’re close to what you want 
to see. On the Castle villa stays they have special accommodations that 
are destinations in their own right. You’ll be treated like royalty at 
unbeatable value. 

Tour Directors One of the greatest advantages of travelling with Globus is your Tour 
Director. Never underestimate the importance of experience. On 
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average, each of their several hundred European Tour Directors has 
completed more than fourteen seasons on the road, successfully 
conducting an average of nearly 140 vacations.  
Globus Tour Directors are experts who have honed the art of taking you 
inside a destination, so you can rest assured that you’re seeing the 
sights like a local. 
When you’re been travelling as long as they have, you have operations 
down to an art form.  They have spent more than 75 years refining 
itineraries and procedures and their Swiss Heritage ensures that your 
trip is trouble free to the last detail. With over 30 offices around the 
world, they have support when and where you need it, under any 
circumstances. 

Globus Value Globus includes all the main features of a destination without extra cost. 
Their volume buying power saves you money. In fact, a whole day of 
touring with Globus generally costs what you’d pay for just a hotel alone 
if you plan the trip on your own. Yet they also provide a Tour director, a 
great variety of transportation, many meals, a rich sightseeing program 
and much more. Here’s a few more value-added items: 
Free airport transfers: book your scheduled transatlantic flight with 
Globus and benefit from free transfers 
 
Low Air-fares: compare their competitive air-inclusive prices, and 
business class is also available. 
 
Discounts abound: group reduction, child reduction, triple room 
reduction, multiple tour reduction. 
 
Globus has fifty hosts in London alone to assist you at the airports and 
hotels 
 
Professional Tour director while touring, cruise director on River 
Cruises, local hosts for Monograms 
 
Hotels listed on tour page. Twin-bedded rooms with private bath and 
shower, hotel taxes service charges, and tips for baggage handling 
 
Private Deluxe motor coach with air-conditioning, extra leg room, and 
emergency washroom while touring 
 
All tours London- Paris/Brussels & Paris/Brussels-London travel are on 
the Eurostar  
 
Globus travel bag and travel documents; Monograms wallet and travel 
documents 
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Headsets included for sightseeing with local guide in Rome, Florence, 
Venice and Pompeii 

Journeys Club Journeys Club is an exclusive fellowship created for past Globus 
passengers. It invites you to share your passion for travel with a group 
of like-minded, experienced Globus globetrotters.  
Benefits include:  
Exclusive journeys with upgrades, extras amenities and welcome gifts 
Member-only discounts, Insider information regarding new, upcoming 
Globus vacations, Quarterly newsletters and E-mail updates with 
Journeys Club information and promotions, Journeys Club travel 
merchandise and Travel & destination tips and articles 

Children An adult must accompany travelers who are less than 18 years old on 
the tour departure date; the child receives a 10% discount on the land 
tour price. Children under the age of 8 are not allowed on escorted 
tours, because they are considered too young to enjoy these vacations. 

Globus Brand 
“Every journey tells a 
story” 
 

The Globus brand provides: 
- More selection, more included features, more leisure time, more 
superior hotels 
- More once-in-a-lifetime opportunities, such as the Passion Play in 
2010 in conjunction with a Globus & Cosmos tour    
- More Experience – their story began over 80 years ago and ever since 
they’ve been refining their itineraries and procedures to ensure that 
clients get the most out of their vacation. 
- Many Globus vacations include a welcome dinner to introduce one to 
the cuisine of the region being visited. 
- More Great Ways to Travel - to give you even more vacation options, 
many Globus & Monograms Independent Vacations are combinable 
with River Cruises or with Monograms (on selected departures) 
- No other Tour Operator offers as many means of included 
transportation as Globus: 
- All high-speed trains in Europe 
- Vignette vacations feature at least one train as a mode of 
transportation from city to city, so getting there is part of the adventure 
- The newest fleet of deluxe river cruise ships on the main European 
rivers, the Nile, and Portugal’s Douro River 
- Sea cruises in the Mediterranean and the northern seas (including 
Hurtigruten cruises) 
-  Globus offers many vacations for the wine connoisseur - In Oporto 
enjoy a wine tasting in a Port wine cellar, or at Tuscany’s Verrazzano 
Castle, learn about the fine art of making Chianti.  
 
Globus Offers Many Vacation Styles: 
 
1. Monograms Independent Vacations – Independent travel without 
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the hassles that typically come with travel on your own. Let them handle 
all the details – they handle reservations to transportation, even down to 
directions and local insight – leaving clients to relax, have fun, and soak 
up all their vacation was meant to be.  
2. Vignettes – Designed for a new generation of touring Europe, these 
exciting vacations deliver a comprehensive overview of your 
destination—with more time in each city, centrally located hotels and at 
least one train as a mode of transportation, so getting from city to city is 
part of the adventure! 
3. Regional Discoveries – These are in-depth vacations that go 
beyond the expected to let one experience the character, personality, 
and stories of a specific country or carefully selected combination of 
countries.  
4. Platinum Collection – These exceptionally guided vacations feature 
superior hotels selected for their premium comfort and central locations. 
You’ll also appreciate a more leisurely pace that lets one soak up their 
destination and savor the local culture.    
5. Cruise & Tour – Enjoy the best of both worlds by combining a big- 
ship cruise with a Globus land vacation. Greece & Portugal come to life 
through these two wonderful points of view.    
6. River Cruises – Discover Europe the way she grew up – along her 
waterways.  Step aboard the newest ships on Europe’s most famous 
rivers, accompanied by legendary Globus land excursions  
7. Popular with families - Designed for families with children or 
grandchildren ages 8 to 18, Globus Family Travel vacations are 
enriching getaways featuring excursions and activities for all ages and 
hotels in the middle of the action. 

Globus Awards - “Best Tour Operator to Europe” Travel Weekly’s Reader’s Choice 
Awards three times in recent years 
- “Best Tour Operator to Europe” TravelAge West magazine  
- “Top Tour Operator to Europe” Recommend magazine  

Globus Discounts - Discount for young travelers: 10% off land arrangements  
- Pay less for your second and subsequent vacations: $70 off 
subsequent Globus vacations 
- Discounts available for group travel, young travelers, and triple rooms. 

The Cosmos Brand 
“Turning travel dreams 
into reality” 
 

Cosmos tours features: 
- For more than four decades Cosmos has offered savvy, value-minded 
travelers the most affordable travel packages to the world’s most 
fascinating places - places like the snow-capped peaks of Switzerland, 
sunny Spain, the ancient splendor of Greece and Egypt, festive France, 
and the beautiful British Isles. 
- For as little as $75 per day, you can enjoy the benefits of escorted 
travel, a greater choice of activities, plenty of free time to explore your 
destination the way you want, and longer stays in key cities so that you 
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can truly immerse yourself in the local culture. So you could be on your 
way to the vacation experience of a lifetime.  
 
Cosmos offers three Vacation Styles: 
- Regional Discoveries – Focus on a one specific region, in depth 
packages. 
- Panoramas – Multi-country packages, absolutely the best way to get 
an overview of Europe 
- Escapes – Vacations of 9 days or less 
 
Stretch Your Vacation Dollar: 
- Value-packed vacations at down to earth prices 
- They make it easy for singles to travel - they accept reservations on a 
“guaranteed share” basis 
- Discount for young travelers: 10% off land arrangements  
- Pay less for your second and subsequent vacations: $50 off 
subsequent Cosmos vacations 
 
Fascinating Sightseeing & Plenty of Leisure Time 
Discover the best ways to see Europe – train rides, cable car ascents, 
Aegean cruise ships, scenic day ferries, walking tours with local guides, 
private first class motor-coaches. 
 
Cosmos Vacations offer flexibility: 
- Joining late and leaving early options with various reductions 
- A professional team takes care of you in London 
- Extra nights 
- Many meals are included in the vacation price 
- Cosmos takes care of your hotels, which are superior tour class & 
tourist- class, however we also feature some first-class hotels.    
- In 2010 Cosmos Tours feature the Oberammergau Passion Play as an 
inclusion 

Avalon Brand Avalon Waterways feature: 
- Part of the Globus family of brands, Avalon is backed by 80-plus years 
of travel expertise, more than 200 professional support staff members in 
Europe, and 37 offices worldwide, an ongoing collaboration to ensure 
guest satisfaction that continually raises the bar when it comes to 
small-ship cruising.  
- Offering the newest, quietest, and most spacious ships, 
state-of-the-art resort-style amenities, and incomparable service by 
English-speaking crews, Avalon lets you discover Europe, Egypt, 
China, and the Galápagos Islands in a world-class way.  
- Deluxe cruise in an outside stateroom with hotel style beds  
- Services of a professional Cruise Director  
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- Onboard lectures, activities & nightly piano music (Europe)          
- Sightseeing with local guides 
- Headsets for all guided shore excursions in Europe & Egypt 
- Inside visits, including admission charges where applicable  
- Dedicated website www.avalonwaterways.ca  
 
Travel in Style on the Youngest Fleet:  
- With Avalon Waterways you will sail with the newest ships on the 
European Waterways, an impressive fleet that averages just two years 
in age, in fact each year Avalon adds more award winning vessels. 
- Also enjoy modern, luxury cruising onboard the Victoria Anna and 
Victoria Jenna in China, the Royal Lotus in Egypt, and the La Pinta and 
Santa Cruz in the Galápagos Islands    
- These ships all feature elegant interiors with abundant glass, polished 
metal, and vibrant colors, modern designs with contemporary 
appointments, state-of the-art technology, personalized service, fine 
dining, remarkable amenities, and spacious outside staterooms.       
- Avalon has a 96% traveler satisfaction rating. 
 
Classic Style, Modern Luxury: 
- As experts in travel, Avalon continues to raise the bar when it comes to 
small-ship cruising. Their fleet of contemporary designed vessels 
provides the luxury and amenities you desire most in a warmly 
welcoming and comfortable environment. Whether you’re seeking quiet 
spaces for relaxing, lively common areas for meeting new friends, or a 
combination of both, Avalon Waterways’ well-appointed ships will meet 
your needs. 
Ship features & amenities include: 
- Elegant polished metal & glass throughout  - Revolutionary 
engineering - Non smoking interiors – Internet access – Fine dining - 
Wine included with dinner – Spacious Sky Decks for sunning -  
Spacious Sky Decks for sunning – Panoramic picture windows for 
landscape viewing – The largest staterooms on the European 
waterways today (172 sq.ft.) – the majority of staterooms have floor-to 
ceiling-sliding glass doors with French balconies – Hair Salon – Fitness 
Center – 6-person  whirlpool (select vessels)  – Lounge & Bar – 
Complimentary coffee & tea available throughout the day – Elevator 
(select vessels)   
Features exclusive to Avalon’s European vessel staterooms: 
- Floor-to-ceiling sliding glass doors in most staterooms - French 
balconies in most staterooms 
- Flat screen satellite TV & radio - Private bathroom with shower 
Comfortable, hotel-style beds - European-style duvets Egyptian 
super-combed cotton linens - Large closets- Mini bar, hairdryer & safe - 
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Individual climate control   
- Outstanding Service & Exceptional Cuisine - The very best land 
programs – the best local guides - Theme Cruises – 2009 Festive 
France theme on Flavors of Burgundy & Provence, Music Theme 
Cruise on the Magnificent Europe, Wine Theme Cruises on Flavors of 
Burgundy & Provence, The Legendary Danube, The Blue Danube 
Discovery 
- Cruising on the great rivers of Europe – Rhine, Main, Moselle, Rhone 
& Danube Rivers 
- Egypt Nile River Cruises, China’s Yangtze River Cruises, Galapagos 
Islands Cruises 
 
I have personally enjoyed a cruise with Avalon – see my travel blog at: 
http://christalkstravel.blogspot.com/search?updated-min=2008-01-01T0
0%3A00%3A00-06%3A00&updated-max=2009-01-01T00%3A00%3A0
0-06%3A00&max-results=27   

Monograms 
“Get more vacation 
from your vacation” 
 

Monograms is a new way to travel independently: 
- Monograms is independent travel without the hassles that typically 
come with “ordinary” independent travel. With Monograms you never 
have to worry about whether or not your hotel will have your reservation, 
how to get from here to there, or where to go once you get to your 
destination.  
- Monograms is ideal for vacationers who want the freedom of 
independent travel but who prefer the convenience of a package that 
takes care of all the details, such as reserving hotels, air arrangements, 
airport transfers, and even guidance at your destination. 
- Unlike ordinary independent travel where all the details are left for you 
to plan, Monograms packages remove the logistical guesswork. They 
pre-select hotels for you in the heart of your destination and provide you 
with the services of a local host or service on call.  
- In Europe, South America, Asia, and the South Pacific their local hosts 
provide area expertise and insider information, and are available to help 
answer questions, arrange excursions and city sightseeing, give 
directions, and direct you to the activities that interest you most for a 
truly personal, one-of-a-kind vacation. 
- In North America, Monograms provide you with Service On Call, a 
toll-free helpline to assist with anything you need throughout your 
journey—24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 
- Hotels: Monograms’ carefully selected hotels provide the comfort and 
convenient locations you desire.  
- Choose from two different levels of hotel packages: Standard or 
Premium. Then, once you’ve selected your package, it will be the same 
throughout your entire trip, regardless of which city you are in.  
- Packages: Just as the world is wonderfully diverse, so too are 
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Monograms vacations and the memories they create. They offer single- 
and multi-city packages around the world, including Europe, North 
America, South America, Australia & New Zealand, and Asia. Their 
single-city stays are perfect for a short getaway and our multi-city stays 
are prepackaged in the combinations that are right for you 
- Flexibility: Monograms vacations deliver ultimate flexibility, so you can 
travel when you want and at your own pace. Vacation packages vary in 
length and offer frequent departures, in some cases daily departures, to 
fit your busy schedule.  
- You’ll also benefit from plenty of free time so you can experience each 
destination in your own way. 
- Dedicated website: www.monogramstravel.ca  
Monograms Europe Vacations include 
• Services of a Local Host • City map (s) - • Centrally located hotels • 
Transportation between cities • Guided sightseeing • Ability to add 
flights to your package • Breakfast daily • Airport transfers when you 
purchase air from them  
- Add more vacation to your vacation: to give you even more options, 
several Monograms vacations are combinable with another Monograms 
vacation or a river cruise with the sister company, Avalon Waterways.  
- North America Monograms: Single City & Multi-City Getaways offering 
single- and multi-city packages in North America’s most popular cities. 
The following is included: • Service On Call helpline • Transportation 
between cities (Multi-City Getaways) • Conveniently located hotels • 
Ability to add flights to your package • Sightseeing • Airport transfers 
when you purchase air • City guide(s) & Map(s) 
- Rail Getaways: enjoy time exploring popular cities in Western Canada 
then sit back, relax, and take in the beautiful scenery. The following are 
included: • Service On Call helpline • Rail transportation between cities • 
Conveniently located hotels • Ability to add flights to your package • 
Sightseeing • Airport transfers when you purchase air  
- Hawaii Island Getaways: relax and experience Hawaii’s most popular 
sights and hidden treasures at your own pace. The following is included: 
• Service On Call helpline • Rental car (if needed) • Conveniently 
located hotels • Hawaii map • Sightseeing • Ability to add flights to your 
package 
- On The Road Driving Vacations: experience the spectacular 
landscapes that connect North America’s most popular destinations. 
The following is included: • Service On Call helpline • Detailed driving 
directions, mileage, and maps • Conveniently located hotels • 
Information about attractions • Rental Car (if needed) • Ability to add 
flights to your package 
Your Monograms South America, China & Asia, and South Pacific 
vacation include • Services of a Local Host, • City maps, • Centrally 
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located hotels, • Transportation between cities, • Guided sightseeing, • 
Ability to add flights to your package, • Breakfast daily, • Airport 
transfers when you purchase flights  

Globus Special 
Deals 

Globus features a number of special deals which you can access via a 
special section of their website at: 
http://www.globusjourneys.ca/Tour-Globus/Special-Offers  
 
Right now until the end of March 2012: 
Save $500 per couple on the air-inclusive price of any 2012 Europe 
vacation on British Airways** 
Or save $250 per couple on air-inclusive Europe vacations on all other 
carriers. 

Globus 2012 
Brochures 

Their 2012 brochure portfolio includes no less than 9 brochures: 
 
• European & Britain Value Season 2011-2012 (including 18 
Christmas Vacations & 11 River Cruises, all fully escorted) 
 
• Europe & Britain 2012 (including Monograms Independent 
Vacations, Escorted Vacations, Cruise & Tour Vacations & River 
Cruises, and vacations also to Egypt, Morocco & Turkey)  
  
• The Exotic Collection 2012  
 
• The United States and Canada 2012 (including fully escorted 
vacations & Monograms Independent Vacations, also offered are 
Alaska Cruise extensions operated by Holland America Cruise Line, 
Train journeys onboard Rocky Mountaineer daytime train, and Via 
across Canada journey and tours of Hawaii) 
 
• Avalon River Cruises 2012 (including Europe river cruises, & 
China Yangtze river cruise, this brochure also includes cruises to the 
Galapagos)  
 
• Religious Travel 2012 – Faith Based Vacations (including  
Oberammergau vacations, Travel the Lands of the Bible vacations,  
Travel the Lands of Protestant/Evangelical Christianity vacations, and  
Travel the Lands of Catholicism vacations)  
   
• Cosmos Europe 2012 
 
• Cosmos United States and Europe 2012  
  
• Monograms 2012 
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Ireland with Globus Globus has the most tours to Ireland. Of these: 
“Legacy of St Patrick” is a Faith-based tour, something that Globus 
are particularly well-known for. 
“Scenic Ireland” is the tour if you really want to see it all – very 
comprehensive, including Northern Ireland. 
“Introduction to Ireland” runs year round which is different. 
Cosmos has “Irish Explorer” – around $1000 for April / Oct 
departures so this is great value. Cosmos is the value brand - less 
included and more free time. 
Monograms combines unparalleled freedom with helpful assistance 

and offers a four day package to Dublin – a perfect getaway or 

extension to a longer Globus or Cosmos Tour.  
Website: www.GlobusFamily.ca 
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